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Our sponsors

n  rtherlyaspects Editor’s note
Welcome to our Term 3 edition. 

Winter is a time when many of us ‘hibernate’ 
and close off to new ideas, activities, experiences 
and people. No doubt for some it’s a matter of 
surviving the cold months and hoping that spring 
and summer will bring change.

I recently read a newspaper column in which the 
writer reminded us that we shouldn’t simply think 
that it’s up to councils and governments to create 
change in a community. The writer suggested 
that people can make a difference by “showing up 
consistently and building something meaningful 
together”.

This prompted me to think about some of the 
groups and people featured in this edition – 
sporting and community groups, volunteers and 
individuals who are making a difference.

It also reminded me of a theme promoted by 
American podcaster and author Mel Robbins, who 
tells us that if we want change in our lives, it’s up 
to us because ‘no one is coming to save us’. She 
says that to make change in our lives we need to 
learn how to do things that are hard; learn how to 
do things we hate doing. 

If you’re looking to make change – big or small 
– I hope there is something in this edition that 
prompts you to take a step; to get involved in 
something new.

Jeanette Anderson, editor, on behalf of the 
Northerly Aspects Editorial Committee.

Northerly Aspects is published quarterly by a voluntary 
editorial committee comprising community workers and 
representatives from Cloverdale, Rosewall and Norlane 
neighbourhood houses, who employ a part-time editor. 
Each issue is dependent on income from advertising and 
sponsorship.

If you would like input into Northerly Aspects, call 5275-
4415 or email info@northerlyaspects.org.au. Northerly 
Aspects also has a website – you’ll find us at  
www.northerlyaspects.org.au

OUR COVER: Northern Stars junior co-ordinator Jessie 
Lee Hunter with players Spencer and Airabella, are 
enjoying a successful year with the northern suburbs 
football program. SEE Page 5 for the story.

Emergency – police, fire ambulance – 000

Police assistance – for non-emergency – 
131-444

Lifeline – 131-114

Kids Helpline – 1800-551-800

Victorian Poisons Information – 131-126

Barwon Health Mental Health Triage – 
1300-094-187

Orange Door – 1800-312-820

Important numbers

Northerly Aspects relies on the support of 
its sponsors, who see the value of using 
our newsletter as part of their community 
engagement strategy. 

We are also grateful to the businesses and 
organisations who support Northerly Aspects 
through regular advertising and contributions. 

Our current sponsors are: 
•	 Viva Energy
•	 Department of Families, Fairness and 

Housing
•	 Can + Will Plan Management and 

Navigation
•	 Access Your Supports
•	 Geelong Medicare Mental Health Centre
•	 Wightons Lawyers

We are also supported by:
•	 Cloverdale Community Centre
•	 Norlane Community Centre
•	 Rosewall Community Centre
•	 Member for Lara, Ella George
•	 Northern Bay College

For information about sponsorship and 
advertising, contact info@northerlyaspects.org.
au or phone 5575-4415.

Jeanette
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Saints Hockey Club is looking for new 
players of all ages to learn, train and 
compete at Stead Park in Corio, and beyond.

Saints is one of Geelong’s oldest hockey 
clubs and over several decades has entered 
teams across multiple divisions in men’s, 
women’s and junior competitions from 
under 8 to under 17.

Club spokesperson Stacey Climpson said 
that as juniors developed and moved into 
senior teams, recruiting new players became 
a challenge. 

“This year we’ve been focused on rebuilding 
our junior teams and, for the first time since 
2000, we have three junior teams – in under 
8s, under 10s and under 12s,” Stacey said. 

“Our juniors are enthusiastic and dedicated, 
but we’re still actively seeking new players 
to join them. Earlier this year, we were 
fortunate to receive a City of Greater 
Geelong grant, which allowed us to run pre-

season junior programs and welcome several 
new players.

“With the support of our volunteers, we 
brought hockey into schools in Corio, Lara, 
Little River and Anakie, leading into the 
Hockey Victoria’s Hookin2Hockey program. 
This helped junior players to engage in a 
five-week introduction program.”

The club is currently still involved in the 
winter competition, which runs until late 
August, but is also looking ahead to the 
2026/27 summer season and 2027 winter 
season with hopes of having junior teams in 
all competitions from under 8s to under 16s.

Stacey said although the winter season is 
almost over, new players can still join in 
training now. Training is held at Stead Park 
in Corio on Wednesdays. Junior teams train 
from 5-6pm and senior teams from 6-7pm.

The club’s under 8 and under 10 teams play 
on Saturday mornings and under 12s play 

either Saturday or Sunday morning. The 
senior teams play across both days, generally 
after 12.30pm. 

Games are currently played at both Stead 
Park and Torquay hockey pitch while Stead 
Park is getting a new pitch installed and new 
clubrooms. 

Costs vary between teams with club fees 
starting at $65 for under 8s. There is an 
additional Hockey Victoria registration fee, 
which starts at $60. 

For more information about Saints 
junior teams, contact Greg at juniors@
saintshockeyclub.com.au. If you are 
interested senior teams, contact Chloe at 
secretary@saintshockeyclub.com.au.  

You can also stay in touch via the club’s 
socials: Saints Hockey on Facebook and 
Instagram. 

RECRUITING NOW

Hockey club looking for new players
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A Geelong charity that provides free 
computers to eligible children, for educational 
purposes, has moved into the northern 
suburbs.

PCs for Kids, a self-funded charity run 
entirely by volunteers, recently moved to 
Douro Street in North Geelong after many 
years in Newtown.

PCs for Kids accepts donations of computers, 
laptops, cables, other IT and small electrical 
equipment from businesses, schools and the 
general public. They can arrange pick-up from 
businesses and schools within an hour’s drive 
from Geelong.

At their site in North Geelong, volunteers 
refurbish equipment where possible and have 
a small shop to sell second-hand computers, 
laptops, and various computer components 
and accessories, at reasonable prices.

Computers and equipment that are not 
suitable for refurbishment are deconstructed 
and recycled as e-waste so that very little 
needs to go to landfill.

Importantly, PCs for Kids donates refurbished 
computers to children or youth under 
18 years who are in personal or family 
circumstances that prevent them having the 
required access to a suitable computer for 
their schooling.

Applications must come from a support 
organisation or a school, and applicants 
must have a valid health care or pension card 
which includes the child’s name.

Between 2020 and 2025 the charity provided 
457 computers free of charge to eligible 
applicants. They also donated $185,000 to 20 
schools in the Geelong region and $12,000 to 
the Barwon Health Foundation for items in 
children’s wards.

PCs for Kids has recently started supporting 
the Youth Life Skills program run by Rosewall 
Neighbourhood House and the playgroup 
program run by Anakie Community House. 

Funds are raised from sales in the shop, 
payments from computer and laptop repairs 
and payment from recyclers for dismantled 
e-waste. Items for the repair service do 
not have to have been purchased from or 
provided by PCs for Kids.

PCs for Kids hosts volunteers from 16 to 
80 from various backgrounds, including 
work experience students, NDIS participants 
accompanied by support workers, retirees 
keen to keep busy and people between jobs.

PCs for Kids is at 1 Douro Street, North 
Geelong. Phone 5221-9211 for information or 
go to www.pcsforkids.com.au.

PCS FOR KIDS

Charity’s new home in north
Volunteers Athur, Nat and Andrew at PCs for Kids.
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The Northern Stars junior football program 
is enjoying a season of growth thanks to the 
hard work of its volunteer organisers and 
funding from AFL Victoria.

Northern Stars is a combined project 
involving North Shore and Corio football 
netball clubs, creating one program that 
provides football opportunities for all juniors 
in the area. 

In 2026 the program is fielding teams in AFL 
Barwon’s under 10, under 12 and under 14 
competitions. Junior co-ordinator Jessie Lee 
Hunter said numbers had grown to 73 this 
year, with another 40 children registered in 
the Auskick program.

Funding from AFL Victoria means that 
the Auskick program is free and junior 
competition players only pay $30 for their 
uniform – all other fees are covered. Some 
players have also received free boots.

North Shore Football Netball Club 

representative Rowley Bone said the funding 
resulted from practical support provided by 
former AFL Commission Chairman Richard 
Goyder, AFL CEO Andrew Dillon and Member 
for Corio Richard Marles. 

“Through their support we worked with 
AFL Victoria and AFL Barwon, who have 
development roles in our program,” Rowley 
said.

“We received $100 vouchers for each player 
registered, which means we can make 
football affordable for families. We also 
received equipment and funding to be able 
to offer Auskick free.

“With the success of the program and the 
same continued support we expect the 
numbers to keep increasing, which is a great 
result for football in north”.

Future plans are for Geelong Football Club 
to appoint an AFL and AFLW Ambassador to 
the program to make school visits, attend 

Auskick centres and help at junior training.
Jessie Lee, in her second year as co-
ordinator, said the funding had been the 
difference between playing or not for some 
juniors.

“It’s made it a possibility for families for the 
kids the play,” she said. “We’ve had a great 
year.”

Jessie Lee said running the program is a lot 
of hard work, but worth it, and the growth 
this year has unearthed new volunteers who 
will be important to the club’s future.

She said it’s not too late for juniors to get 
involved. They can join training at Corio 
Football Netball Club, in Purnell Road, on 
Wednesday and Thursday from 4.20pm 
until 5.30pm. Games are played at various 
grounds around Geelong, on Friday nights 
and weekends.

For more information look for Northern 
Stars JFC on Facebook.

NORTHERN STARS

Season of growth for junior football 
Mannix, Marco, Spencer and Ezekiel are Northern Stars junior players. 
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Corio Norlane Lions Club inducted its officers 
for the 2026-27 Lions Year at its annual 
Changeover Dinner in June. 

Key office bearers President Margaret Foley, 
Secretary Melanie Rivett and Treasurer Jane 
Third remain unchanged from last year, while 
there are some new officers elected from 
among the newer members of the club.

The Lions Club runs a full programs of 
activities throughout the year, combining 
regular projects and events. Many of the 
upcoming events are associated with and run 
through the club’s Lions Op Shop in Alkira 
Avenue, Norlane. 

The club also holds events at the North Shore 
Football Netball Club, where Lions members 
assist with parking management during the 
football season.

Events coming up include:

Christmas In July celebrations in the Lions 
Op Shop, from July 1 to 31, featuring shop 
specials, including Christmas decorations. 

Lions Christmas cakes and puddings will also 
be available to buy.

The Op Shop will also run the annual 
Father’s Day raffle – drawn on September 
2 – and a Guess How Many Lollies In The Jar 
competition. The jar is on display in the Op 
Shop, entry is $1 per guess and the winner 
will be announced at a free Halloween 
barbecue on September 30, from 11am until 
1pm.

The club’s annual fashion parade will be 
held at North Shore Football Netball Club on 
Saturday, September 5 at 6pm. The format 
will be bring your own nibbles/snacks platter 
and purchase drinks at the bar.

The fashion parade will feature upcycled and 
refashioned clothing. Tickets are $10 and 
available from the Op Shop or phone 0404-
444-613. 

Also at North Shore Football Netball Club on 
Saturday, October 31 the Lions club will hold 
its annual Trivia and Auction Night, starting 
at 6.30pm. 

The night will feature prizes and raffles and a 
large collection of auction items. Bring your 
own snacks; drinks will be available at bar 
prices. Tickets are $10, available at the door or 
from the Op Shop.

Northern Bay College is encouraging families 
to prepare for their children who are starting 
school in 2027 by enrolling them now.

If your child is turning five years old by April 
30, 2027, they are eligible to start school in 
2027. Schooling is compulsory once your 
child turns six years old.

You can find your nearest school by visiting 
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au or contact 
Northern Bay College by phone, 1300-348-
535.

Four of the College’s campuses are for Prep to 
Year 8. They are:

•	 Hendy Campus: 38 Hendy Street, Corio.
•	 Peacock Campus: Peacock Avenue, 

Norlane West.
•	 Tallis Campus: 57 Tallis Street, Norlane.
•	 Wexford Campus: 146-152 Purnell Road, 

Corio.

Families will need to submit an enrolment 
application and should receive an outcome 
by mid-August. If they accept an offer their 
child will then be able to attend transition to 
school sessions during Term 4. 

More information is also available on the 
Northern Bay College’s new website:
www.nbc.vic.edu.au.

COMMUNITY GROUP

New year begins for Lions

Preparing for Prep in 2027

Corio Norlane Lions Club President Margaret Foley and 
Secretary Melanie Rivett.
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Northern Bay College has launched its new 
website, designed to make it easier than 
ever for students, families and community 
members to stay connected with everything 
happening across the college.

Community Connections Officer Kate 
Mastroianni, who supported the project, said 
the new website was created by Northern 
Bay College staff, using the broad range 
of skills available and saving considerable 
money.

“The website offers a fresh, modern design 
and improved navigation, making it simple 
to find important information, news and 
updates from all four campuses,” Kate said. 

“Visitors can explore learning programs, 
discover upcoming events, access key 
documents and keep up to date with the 
many opportunities available to students.

“Families can also find information about 
enrolments, attendance, wellbeing supports, 
transport, uniforms and college policies. The 

regularly updated news section showcases 
student achievements, community 
partnerships and exciting events throughout 
the year.

“The launch of the new website reflects 
Northern Bay College’s commitment 
to strengthening communication and 
celebrating the incredible learning, growth 
and success that takes place across the 
college every day.

“We invite everyone to explore the new 
website and discover all that Northern 
Bay College has to offer. Whether you’re 
a current family, a prospective student, a 
staff member or a community partner, the 
new website has been designed with you in 
mind.”

The website is at www.nbc.vic.edu.au

STAYING CONNECTED

College launches new website
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gforce helps young people with a 
disability, injury or health condition 
to plan for, find and keep a job.

1800 436 723
gforce.org.au
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Paying Invoices
Negotiate External
Provider Rates
Communicating with
Service Providers
Flexible, Transparent
and Collaborative

ays.com.au
03 4222 7479

Access Your Supports has
been a trusted and leading
NDIS registered provider 
in Geelong since 2016.

Plan
Management

OUR LIFE'S PURPOSE IS
TO EMPOWER YOURS

Expert support and plan
advice
Individualised service
Ensuring compliance
and quality
Capacity building

Support
Coordination

Develop and strengthen
soft and hard work skills
in a 1:1 setting
Overcome barriers and
build confidence
Getting you job-ready

Employment
Support A proactive approach

to capacity building
and community access
Build meaningful and
respectful social
connections
Empowerment

Peer Mentor /
Support Work

Experienced and
qualified
Variety of supports
Empathetic and
person-centred
approaches
Term-based groups

Includes services 
      such as...
   Early Child Intervention
   Occupational Therapy
   Behaviour Support
   Psychology

Therapy

18 Myers St                    1 - 3 Malone St                    229 Moorabool St
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From buying or selling a house to starting a business, 
navigating a separation or preparing a succession plan. 

We have always been there and we always will be.

L A W Y E R S

Wightons are your local experts for Family Law, Commercial Law, 
Wills and Estates, Property Law, Conveyancing and Litigation.

With offices in Geelong, Ocean Grove, Corio and Winchelsea our experi-
enced team has a commitment to delivering services in a prompt, honest 
and professional manner.

Call us on (03) 5221 8777 to arrange an appointment 
with our experienced team.

e: legal@wightons.com.au w: wightons.com.au

We'  the

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Grants for northern programs
The Geelong Community Foundation 
recently announced its 2026 Community 
Grant Round recipients, at a function at the 
Norlane ARC.

Organisations providing programs for 
residents in Corio and Norlane were 
announced among the 39 grants approved. 

Rosewall Community Centre received a 
$3600 grant to improve its food relief 
capacity. It will buy a chest freezer, expand 
its pantry storage and create new garden 
beds to increase access to fresh produce.

Meli was granted $50,000 to deliver the 
Northern Futures Employment Program, 
helping people facing barriers to work 
build skills, confidence and pathways into 
sustainable employment.

Reclink Australia received $15,000 to deliver 
free mindful movement and yoga programs 
in Corio and Norlane. The programs will 

support wellbeing and social connection for 
culturally diverse women, older adults and 
people with disabilities.

Thread Together is in its second year of 
funding, receiving $45,000 to help it expand 
access to new clothing across Geelong 
through agency partnerships, mobile 
wardrobe outreach and a local clothing hub. 

Cultura was granted $15,000 towards 
its Future Drivers 2026, a culturally safe 
driving mentor program helping refugee 
and asylum seeker women build confidence, 
independence and access to employment, 
education and community participation.

Geelong Community Foundation CEO Amy 
Waters said the 2026 grant round marked 
a deliberate shift toward more trust-based 
philanthropy, with the Foundation increasing 
both the number and value of multi-year 
grants to better support the long-term 
sustainability of community organisations.

Ms Waters said the changes were designed 
to create a more supportive and sustainable 
funding model for the community sector.

“Many organisations are responding to 
increasing demand while also managing 
rising operational pressures, workforce 
challenges and growing complexity across 
the community sector,” she said.

“By increasing multi-year funding and 
simplifying the process for long-term 
partners, we are helping organisations spend 
less time reapplying for funding and more 
time focused on supporting the community.”
The Foundation also saw significant demand 
in areas relating to food and emergency 
relief, mental health, wellbeing, social 
connection and family support — reflecting 
the continued impact of cost-of-living 
pressures and increasing complexity of 
community need across the region.
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SPONSOR: DEPARTMENT OF FAMILIES, FAIRNESS & HOUSING

Renters with the Department of Families, 
Fairness and Housing have opportunities to 
be recognised for their efforts at home and 
in the community.

Social Housing Awards:

Nominations for the 2026 Social Housing 
Volunteer Awards open Monday, July 27and 
close on September 25. These awards 
publicly acknowledge an individual renter or 
a group of renters who contribute positively 
to their community.

For more information call (03) 8633-4357 or 
visit https://www.housing.vic.gov.au/social-
housing-volunteer-awards 

Victoria In Bloom 2025 garden 
competition:

Each year Victoria in Bloom recognises 
and rewards the great work of gardening 
enthusiasts living in public or community 
housing. 

Nominations for the 2026-27 Victoria in 
Bloom Garden competition are open from 
Monday, August 24 until November 20. 
Award categories for 2026–27 are:

•	 Best Balcony or Container Garden.
•	 Best Small Enclosed Garden.
•	 Best Young Gardener (under 25).
•	 Best Household Garden.
•	 Best Sustainable Garden.
•	 Best Community or Common Area 

Garden.
•	 Best Edible Garden.
•	 Best Creative Garden.
•	 Best First Year Entered Garden.

Visit Victoria in Bloom garden competition | 
Housing.vic.gov.au for more information

To enter, once nominations are open, you 
need to register your garden by calling (03) 
8633-4357 or email: vicbloom@dffh.vic.gov.
au.   

Pets At Our Place Calendar:

Pets At Our Place is a way to celebrate the 
role pets play in the lives of public and 
community housing residents in Victoria. It 
is our way of saying thank you to residents. 
With help from their pets, they help make 
their communities stronger, and more 
connected.

Whether it is a friendly face in the courtyard, 
or a reason to explore your local park, pets 
bring Victorians together. Twelve public or 
community housing residents and their 
pets will be chosen to be in the Pets At Our 
Place 2027 Calendar. You must be a public 
or community housing resident in Victoria 
to enter.

For more information visit https://www.
housing.vic.gov.au/pets-our-place-calendar, 
email petsplace@dffh.vic.gov.au, or call 
either (03) 8633-4357 or (03) 8633-4362.

Victorians will soon be able to access three 
hours of free power in the middle of the 
day, every day of the week. This could save 
families up to $300 per year off their energy 
bills, and up to $1070 if they have solar 
panels and batteries.

The Midday Power Saver will be available 
to households from October 1, offering a 
free power window between 11am and 2pm 
every day, and most retailers will have to 
make the offer available to their customers.

The Midday Power Saver is entirely optional 
and will be regulated and reviewed annually 
by Victoria’s independent energy regulator, 
the Essential Services Commission. To sign 
up to the Midday Power Saver, you should 
contact your electricity retailer from October 
1, 2026 and check whether the offer is right 
for your household.

Further support for households
In 2026, new rules are being introduced 
to help struggling households pay less for 
energy and receive better protections. As 
part of changes to the ESC’s Energy Retail 
Code of Practice, these reforms will make it 
easier to switch plans, get concessions, and 
avoid disconnection.

Victorian Energy Compare: Compare 
your energy costs with the Victorian 
Government’s independent comparison site. 
https://compare.energy.vic.gov.au/

Energy Assistance Program: A free service 
designed to support Victorians who are 
having trouble paying their energy bills. 

Go to: https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/
households/help-paying-your-energy-bills/
energy-assistance-program. 

To speak to an energy advocate, call 1800-
161-215 – Monday to Friday 9am –5pm 
(except public holidays) to book a telephone 
appointment.

Victorian Energy Upgrades Program: 
Households and businesses can get 
discounts on energy saving products 
through the Victorian Energy Upgrades 
program and save hundreds on their energy 
bills annually. Go to: https://www.energy.vic.
gov.au/victorian-energy-upgrades/homes

Solar Victoria: Providing rebates and interest 
free loans for residential solar, batteries (loan 
only), and energy efficient hot water. Go to: 
https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/

Award opportunities for renters

Three hours of free power
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Tanya
Horticulture

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.

Turn your passion into a career. Choose from over  
80 in-demand qualifications and short courses with  
no tuition fees. Make it real at vic.gov.au/free-tafe.
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CAN + WILL 
PLAN MANAGEMENT AND NAVIGATION

Gate C, E3 Federal Mills Park
33 - 35 Mackey Street
NORTH GEELONG, VIC 3215

C A N  +  W I L L  
P L A N  M A N A G E M E N T  A N D
N A V I G A T I O N

+03 42060950
 hello@canwill.com.au
 www.canwill.com.au
Can & Will Plan Management and Navigation is a 
Registered NDIS Provider

Same amazing team.  Same committed owners.  Same local knowledge.  Same locally
placed.  Same local support.  Just a new name!

Same amazing team. 
Same committed owners.
Same local knowledge.
Same locally placed.
Same local support.
Just a new name.
 
Canny Plan Management has had a brand 
refresh; we are now Can & Will Plan 
Management and Navigation.
 
With the ever-changing and developing 
work of the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme, we also continue to develop to 
ensure we are meeting the needs of our 
clients and the NDIS.
 We are still locally based in the northern 
suburbs, and we always will be. We still have 
the same owners and team committed to 
delivering high quality, personalised and 

unbiased service. You will always still receive 
the same local support that you have come 
to know and love.
 
For more than 65 years, Canny Group has 
been helping clients from near and far with 
their finances and with the introduction of 
our NDIS Plan Management service arm, 
just over five years ago, we furthered our 
assistance to NDIS Participants as registered 
NDIS Plan Managers, to help navigate their 
way through the Scheme.

Our clients love that we are local and that 
they can stop into our office at any time 
and have a chat with us. We are real people 
on the end of the phone and a real person 
replying to your email.
 
We’re excited for this new chapter ahead of 
us, and we hope you are too.

Same service, new brand

SPONSOR: CAN & WILL PLAN MANAGEMENT AND NAVIGATION
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Cost of living pressures are being felt by 
everyone in our community. Here’s an 
update on how the State Government is 
helping Victorians save money. 

20% off your car rego 
From June 1, 2026, you can apply for 20 per 
cent off your car rego. 

For most people in our region, who pay the 
outer metropolitan registration rate, that 
means saving of up to $174 for one car, or 
$348 for two. 

If you have a concession, it will be 20 per 
cent off your concession rate.
The rebate is for light vehicles – including 
cars, motorcycles, utes, vans, light trucks, 
station wagons, and 4WD wagons. And, you 
can apply for two vehicles per person. 

You can get your 20 per cent off by 
downloading the Service Victoria app or 
visiting the website: service.vic.gov.au/rego-
rebate.

My office is also available to assist with 
applications so feel free to pop in and see us 
or give us a call. But make sure you get in 
quick – applications close on July 31, 2026. 

Saving on energy bills 
With winter well and truly here, it’s always 
good to check you’re getting the best deal 
on your energy, or think about upgrading 
your home to be more energy efficient. 

There’s lots of information online about how 
you can upgrade your home, and what State 
Government rebates are available: https://
www.energy.vic.gov.au/victorian-energy-
upgrades.

You can also compare your energy price 
through the Victorian Government’s
independent comparison site: https://
compare.energy.vic.gov.au/

Local highlights
I also wanted to share you with some local 
projects that have recently been funded 
by the Victorian Labor Government in our 
community:

•	 A new kindergarten and childcare centre 
at Northern Bay College’s Goldsworthy 
Campus, as part of a partnership with 
the Federal Labor Government. 

•	 $15 million for the Wathaurong 
Dreaming Project, delivering Aboriginal-
led health care and family services in 
Wathaurong in North Geelong.

•	 $450,000 to build a second netball 
court at Osborne Park Reserve for North 
Geelong Football Netball Club.

•	 A new home for the Corio SES 
volunteers to continue keeping our 
community safe.

Get in touch
As always, please reach out if there is any 
State Government matter in which my office 
can be of assistance on 5275-3898 or email 
me at ella.george@parliament.vic.gov.au.

MEMBER FOR LARA, ELLA GEORGE

Ella George MP
State Member for Lara

Level 1, Corio Village Shopping Centre, 
Bacchus Marsh, Corio.

Phone: 5275-3898 
Email: ella.george@parliament.vic.gov.au

Helping with the cost of living 
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REAL DEAL GEELONG

Focus on a fairer future
The Real Deal Geelong Alliance is continuing 
its work to create a fairer future for the 
community.

The Real Deal Geelong brings together 
Geelong community, union and faith 
organisations. Several key participants are 
northern suburbs organisations, including 
Cloverdale and Norlane community centres.

Since 2022 the group has grown its profile 
and impact, including meetings with key 
Federal and State politicians. Through its 
early community consultation the Alliance 
identified three areas of focus: secure 
housing; meaningful work and the cost of 
living; and care and connection. 

Volunteers have also been trained in 

community organising methods and 
participated in a research-action process to 
interview experts and understand the policy 
solutions to the focus issues.

Project officer Sally Fisher said the Alliance 
has had some important ‘wins’ for the 
community, including a public transport 
bus connection from Lara Station to allow 
workers in the northern suburbs access 
jobs at Avalon, and retaining land for social 
housing to be built in the City of Greater 
Geelong.

At their July meeting members will hear 
personal stories related to housing, 
meaningful work and cost of living, and care 
and connection. There will also be updates 
on policy solutions to each issue.

“Organisations participating in the Alliance 
will also learn more about the upcoming 
Assembly we will hold in September with 
decision-makers to seek their responses 
to our policies before the State election in 
November,” Ms Fisher said.

“As with the previous wins we have had in 
public transport, social housing and energy 
upgrades, these wins create meaningful, 
impactful change in our community to 
create a fairer Geelong when implemented.”

For more information contact the project 
officer Sally Fisher: sally.fisher@sydney.edu.
au.
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Do you have photos of people getting out and about 
in the Corio Norlane area? Northerly Aspects wants to 
promote the many positive activities of residents in the 
area. If you have a photo you’d like considered for the 
next edition, email it to info@northerlyaspects.org.au. 
Don’t forget to include information about when and 
where it was taken, and who took it.

Happy snappers

Northern Bay College’s production of The Wizard of Oz delighted audiences across 
three unforgettable performances. Students from across the college brought the 
beloved story to life, taking audiences on a magical journey down the Yellow Brick 
Road alongside Dorothy, Toto, the Scarecrow, Tinman and Cowardly Lion.

Months of hard work, dedication and creativity were on display as students 
showcased their talents both on stage and behind the scenes. From the vibrant 
costumes and impressive sets to the outstanding musical performances, every 
aspect of the production reflected the passion and commitment of our school 
community.

The production provided students with valuable opportunities to develop confidence, 
teamwork and performance skills while creating lasting memories for all involved. 
Northern Bay College is incredibly proud of the cast, crew, staff and volunteers 
whose efforts made this year’s production such a memorable celebration of student 
talent and achievement.

Upgraded facilities for female netball, cricket and football have been officially opened 
at Windsor Park in Norlane. 

The work, Stage 1 of the Windsor Park Facility Development Plan, includes netball 
and umpire changerooms, refurbishment of two football/cricket changerooms and 
facilities, behind-the-goal netting for the main oval, new tiered paving on the oval 
side for better views of matches, a new accessible toilet and shower and renewal of 
the existing accessible toilet, new netball first aid and storage room, and stacking 
doors connecting the social room to a new deck extension.  

Windsor Park is home to North Shore Football & Netball Club and North Shore 
Seagulls Cricket Club. The Victorian Government contributed $2 million through the 
2023-24 Community Sport and Recreation Grants, while the City of Greater Geelong 
provided $500,000 and led the delivery of the project.

Football and cricket club officials joined Member for Lara Ella George and City of 
Greater Geelong Mayor Cr Stretch Kontelj and ward councillor Anthony Aitken at the 
official opening. 
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Rosewall Community Centre held a successful Open Day at its Lara site. The day 
featured a range of displays and activities, also serving as an opportunity to hear 
from the community about what it would like to see at the centre.

Norlane Community Centre hosted a successful Biggest Morning Tea event, where 
more than $550 was raised for The Cancer Council. 

Original members of the Corio Skateboard Club Nigel Benn, Alistair Miller, Mike 
Hughes, Ross Manson and Glen Foley with Deputy Mayor Eddy Kontelj at the Corio 
Bowls, located at the Fountain of Friendship Park.

The council has voted to update an existing heritage overlay as well as apply to 
the Minister for Planning for a new heritage overlay at nine recommended places, 
which includes the Corio Bowls. A heritage overlay is used as a planning tool to 
protect and conserve places that are significant to the local community and have 
played a part in the history of Greater Geelong.
 
As one of the earliest examples of skateparks in Australia, the Corio Bowls were 
constructed in 1980 following a dedicated campaign by the Corio Skateboard Club 
made up of school children and their parents.
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Cloverdale Community Centre’s Lotus 
Kitchen enterprise has been shortlisted 
for Give Where You Live’s 2026 Pitch Up 
event in August. And the call is out for the 
community to attend the event and support 
the centre’s nomination.

Pitch Up is a unique crowdfunding event 
that puts the power of giving directly into 
the hands of the people who attend. They 
will hear from Lotus Kitchen Enterprise and 
two other local organisations as they pitch 
innovative projects focused on empowering 
women and creating lasting change in our 
community. 

After the presentations, those attending will 
cast their vote of support for the idea they 
believe will have the biggest impact. Also 
shortlisted are Cultura’s Sew Good Cultura 
program and The Djilang Sistas Hub at 
Killara.

Cloverdale ’s Lotus Kitchen Enterprise 
connects access to food with skill 
development and community participation 
to build a more inclusive local food system. 
Funding will help the centre respond to food 
insecurity, cost pressures, and social isolation 
in Geelong’s north, through co-ordinated 
programs that grow skills, strengthen 

connection, and create pathways into 
community and economic participation.
Cloverdale’s Wellbeing Economy Officer Alex 
Sullivan said support on the night will make 
a difference. “The more people we have there 
cheering us on, the more money will be 
raised, so the call to action is to get people 
to come along,” he said.

“If we’re successful, funding will support our 
development of co-ordinated activities that 
bring together food access, participation and 
skills development. We’ll focus on 

strengthening connections across the local 
food system and deliver activities including 
shared meal preparation, food skills 
workshops, community kitchen sessions and 
opportunities for participants to contribute 
to food-related initiatives connected to the 
Lotus Kitchen Enterprise.”

Pitch Up 2026 is on Wednesday, August 5 
at the Geelong Regional Library & Heritage 
Centre, starting at 5.30pm. To register to 
attend go to: https://pitch-up-geelong-2026.
raiselysite.com/

Lotus Kitchen enterprise’s Issara Saeyim. 

Work has begun on a new learning facilities 
at Northern Bay College’s Hendy P-8 
campus. The school was severely damaged 
by fire in 2024, and students have been 
learning in modular classrooms since.

Deputy Premier and Minister for Education 
Ben Carroll and Member for Lara Ella George 
turned the first sod on the new build, which 
is expected to be ready for students in June 
2027.

Builder Melbcon Pty Ltd was announced 
earlier this year and work is now officially 

underway on a permanent replacement 
for the main building. Designed with direct 
input from the school community, the new 
state-of-the-art learning environment will 
include modern classrooms, offices and a 
library. 

Deputy Premier and Minister for Education 
Ben Carroll said: “Today marks a major 
milestone for the Northern Bay community 
with construction officially underway on 
a brand-new Learning Centre that local 
students deserve.

“When this school was devastated by fire, we 
made a commitment to rebuild. Today we’re 
delivering on that commitment.”

Member for Lara Ella George said: “Our 
Northern Bay community came together 
when this school tragically burned down 
- making sure every student could keep 
learning while we got on with the rebuild. 
Today is a proud day as we build a world-
class new facility for our kids.”

Work starts on Hendy campus

PITCH UP 2026

Show support for kitchen enterprise 
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The Department of Families, Fairness and 
Housing wants to remind the community 
that children across Victoria can now access 
two years of free kinder before school at 
participating services. 

Kinder starts when a child is three - meaning 
children benefit from two years of play-
based learning.

Children can attend a kinder program at 
either a long day care centre (which is also 
called a childcare centre) or at a standalone 
kinder service (which is also called a 
sessional kinder service).

Free kinder is available at participating 
three-year-old kindergarten programs 
and four-year-old kindergarten programs, 
including pre-prep. 

For more information visit https://www.vic.
gov.au/free-kinder

Availability and how to enrol:

Some kinder services have limited 
availability. Families will need to contact the 
service directly to ask about enrolment and 
register their interest.

Some kinder services may choose not to 
offer Free Kinder and charge families fees to 
help meet the cost of running their kinder 
programs. 

Families do not need to have a Health Care 
Card or Pension Card, Australian citizenship, 
proof of address to be eligible to access. 
You do not need to be eligible for Australian 
Government Child Care Subsidy (CCS) to 

receive Free Kinder. 
Families will not need to make a claim for 
the funding, because participating services 
receive funding directly from the Victorian 
Government.

You can only receive Free Kinder at one 
kinder service at a time. Your kinder service 
will ask you to sign a letter, naming the 
service where you will receive Free Kinder. 
If your child attends more than one kinder 
service, you should let each service know 
where you want to access free kinder. 

If you are experiencing difficulties accessing 
a kindergarten program for your child, 
phone 1800 338 663visit,  vic.gov.au/kinder 
or speak to your local council.

Do you live in public housing? Did you know 
that you can have your rental payments 
taken from your fortnightly Centrelink 
payments automatically? This is called the 
Rent Deduction Service. 

It’s free and your payment will always be up 
to date. You can also make maintenance and 
arrears payments this way. If you are not 
signed up and want to, contact the Geelong 
office on 1300-360-462.
If you are having difficulties paying your 
rent, contact your Housing Officer as soon 

as possible and they can help you work out 
what to do. 

You can also ask for help from the Meli’s 
Tenancy Plus support program on (03) 8566-
9859. 

Concession calculator:
The Victorian Government offers concessions 
to make essential services more affordable 
for low-income households and to help out 
with bills in times of hardship.

Key benefits include discounts on energy, 
water, council rates, and public transport, 
health dental services and high-cost utility 
bills.

You must be a holder of a valid Centrelink 
Pensioner Concession Card, Health Care 
Card, or Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card.

To check the full list of available concessions 
and services, visit the website:
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/concessions-
and-benefits

PLAY-BASED LEARNING

Two years of free kinder in Victoria

Direct debit from Centrelink payments
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The Geelong Medicare Mental Health 
Centre (formerly known as Geelong Head 
to Health) offers a welcoming place for 
adults 18 and over to access free mental 
health information, services and supports 
from qualified professionals. We are open 
every day of the year with extended opening 
hours. It is free and no appointment, referral 
or Medicare card is needed.

Whether you’re trying to improve your 
sense of wellbeing, looking for help with 
something that’s bothering you, or help 
for someone you care about, the Geelong 
Medicare Mental Health Centre is here for 
you.

Visit the Geelong Medicare Mental Health 
Centre for:
•	 Free mental health and wellbeing 

support from the moment you walk 
through the door.

•	 Advice if you are worried about yourself 
or someone else. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 Provide immediate support to reduce 
distress and to navigate through a crisis.

•	 Help to safely cope with thoughts of 
suicide.

•	 In-house assessment, treatment and 
support.

•	 Connection with the most appropriate 
ongoing support that is right for you.

Come in for a confidential chat
Our free service can connect you with 
a range of mental health professionals, 
including clinicians and peer support 
workers with a lived experience of mental 

health challenges and recovery. Our 
multidisciplinary team also includes an 
LGBTQIA+ worker, family worker, first nations 
worker, alcohol and other drugs clinician and 
general practitioner. 

We are located at 8 Station St Norlane 
and open every day of the year: Monday 
to Friday, 12pm-9pm and weekends and 
public holidays 1pm–6pm. You can also call 
our team on 1800-595-212 or email us at 
MedicareMHC.Geelong@neaminational.org.
au.

If you or someone you care about needs 
immediate emergency assistance call 000. 
For 24-hour mental health support call 
Lifeline on 131-114 or the Barwon Region 
mental health triage team on 1300-094-187.

Women’s Health and Wellbeing Barwon 
South West is working with Cloverdale 
Community Centre to deliver active 
bystander training, to give people practical 
skills and confidence to respond safely 
when they witness harmful, disrespectful or 
concerning behaviour. 

Many people witness behaviour that doesn’t 
sit right but aren’t sure what to do. Active 
bystander training helps turn that moment 
of uncertainty into an opportunity for 
positive action. It is about recognising that 
we all have a role to play in creating safer, 
more inclusive communities. 

Whether it’s challenging sexist comments, 
checking in on someone who may need 
support, or safely interrupting harmful 
behaviour, small actions can make a big 
difference. 

At a recent training session at Cloverdale, 
participants explored how to recognise 

situations where intervention may be 
needed, overcome common barriers to 
speaking up, and identify safe and effective 
ways to take action. The training provided 
practical tools that can be applied across 
workplaces, sporting clubs, community 
groups and everyday life. 

This work reflects the strength of Women’s 
Health and Wellbeing Barwon South 
West’s partnership with Cloverdale and a 
shared commitment to building respectful, 
connected communities where everyone 
feels safe and supported.  More training 
opportunities will be rolled out in the 
coming months.

SPONSOR: GEELONG MEDICARE MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE

Building safer communities 

Your guide to free service
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A privately-owned Norlane gym is offering 
a free weekly class to local residents of all 
fitness levels.

Max Effort Fitness owner Brad Lomas said 
he started the Saturday class because he 
believes people deserve a coached option in 
a gym, that doesn’t cost them anything.

“If you walk through our door on a Saturday, 
you get a coach who cares whether you train 
and whether you come back the next week,” 
he said.

Brad opened his gym in Walpole Parade in 
2023 after working as personal trainer in 
other gyms. He offers group fitness classes, 
one-on-one personal training, nutrition 
coaching and massage therapy, as well as 
open gym access for members.

An accredited exercise physiologist, Liz, 
runs the Friday night Activate class and 
also works with members who have specific 
health or rehab needs.

Brad said his members are a broad mix, 
ranging from the Monday afternoon Kid’s 
Group through to men and women in their 
60s and 70s. Fitness levels range from total 
beginners through to barbell lifters, plus 
several NDIS-funded participants supported 
through the gym’s community access 
programs. 

“We’re a long way from the intimidating gym 
stereotype,” Brad said. 

“The free Saturday sessions are for anyone. 
Total beginners, parents who haven’t trained 
since school, older locals wanting to stay 
mobile, teens looking for somewhere safe 
to train, people coming back from injury. No 
fitness level required.”

Session run for 60 minutes, starting at 
9.30am sharp. They include a mix of strength 
and conditioning. 

“Everything is scaled to the person in front 
of us, so a complete beginner and someone 
who’s been training for years can both get 
a great session out of the same hour,” Brad 
said. “Coach Liz is on the floor too, so there’s 
extra support for anyone managing an injury 
or health condition.”

There are 20 free places for every Saturday 
session. To register online, use the link at 
maxeffortfitness.com.au/booking-calendar/
free-community-class or message on 
Facebook or Instagram (@maxeffortfitness), 
or just turn up on the day if there’s a spot. 

Brad said the Saturday classes are not just a 
free trial that eventually ends. 

“It’s free, full stop, forever. We are a business, 
so you might end up on our email list, but 
we don’t do hard sales pitches. The coaching 
and the community sell this place far better 
than I ever could.”

Max Effort Fitness is at 3/9 Walpole Parade, 
Norlane.

Justice of the Peace volunteers are available 
to support the community at two sites in 
Corio – at Corio Police Station and Corio 
Village Shopping Centre.

 A Justice of the Peace is a volunteer who 
plays an important role in the Justice system. 
They can help with certifying copies of 
original documents – you need to take both 
with you; Statutory Declarations; witness 
your signature on documents, including 
affidavits – don’t sign the document 

before you get there; setting up a Power of 
Attorney. 

The JP service at Corio Police Station is 
available from 9.30am until 1pm every 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday; and at Corio 
Village from 10am until 1pm on Thursdays, 
near Prouds. 

Additional volunteers are available at 
Geelong Police Station every Monday to 
Saturday from 9.30am until 1pm; Waurn 

Ponds Shopping Centre, Monday to 
Friday from 10am until 2pm; and Biyal-A 
Armstrong Creek Library, on Thursday from 
5.30pm to 7.30pm.

They can also be found out of hours via 
the Department of Justice website: https://
www.justice.vic.gov.au/justice system/legal-
assistance/find-a-justice-of the-peace-by-
appointment

FREE CLASSES 

Corio gym’s community offer

Justice of the Peace service in Corio
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Spring will be here before we know it, so 
hopefully you have all your flowering bulbs 
sprouting ready for that glorious show that 
only they can give. 

Even if you missed out this year, you can buy 
pots of well-established bulbs that you can 
leave in the pots or tip out and plant into 
the garden.

I often just plant two thirds of the pot into a 
hole in the garden until they finish flowering 
then dig them up and put them out of sight 
while the foliage dies off. This is necessary 
for healthy bulbs for the next season but not 
crash hot as a focal point, particularly in the 
front garden.

Everybody loves flowering bulbs, especially 
slugs and snails. Take steps to ensure that 
they don’t enjoy your flowers as their next 
meal.  

Clean up around the garden as they love 
to nestle under leaves, rocks and pieces of 
wood. 

The best way to control them is to collect 
them each evening and drop them into 
a bucket of soapy water. My kids always 
enjoyed ‘The Great Snail Hunt’ which 
involved running around the yard with 
a torch and an empty tin can which was 
emptied into the bucket when full of snails. 
There was great rivalry about who could 
collect the most. 

You can also use snail bait but these are not 
always totally successful. Remember that 
they can be harmful to pets, children and 
wildlife so put them under a pot or other 
container raised just a little off the ground. 

You can get off to a flying start for summer 
by planting tomato seeds indoors in late 
August. A sunny place like a window sill is 
ideal. 

They will be ready for planting out when 
the weather warms up a bit. A good tip is 
to place a large soft drink bottle with the 
bottom cut out and the lid removed over the 
top of the seedling. You should be picking 

the fruit by Christmas.

Strawberries are the IN fruit this year. 
If you have ever tasted the difference 
between a home grown strawberry and 
the hard, crunchy, tasteless items sold in 
the supermarkets you will agree that home 
grown is the best option. 

You can plant crowns or runners in a sunny 
well drained spot, either a raised bed, a 
strawberry pot or a hanging basket are ideal. 

A dose of diluted seafood solution applied 
regularly will result in sweet, juicy, quick-
growing strawberries and once established 
they will produce runners for next year’s 
crop. The only problem will be keeping the 
kids away from them.

Enjoy your garden.

BATTY BETTY

Betty

Prepare now for spring 
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Norlane West Scouts are inviting the 
community to join them to celebrate their 
brand-new community centre as they 
begin an exciting new chapter for Scouting 
and community connection in Geelong’s 
northern suburbs.

The group’s Community Open Day is on 
Saturday, August 22 from 2pm until 4pm.
The new centre, in Dunloe Avenue, has been 
purpose-built as a welcoming, accessible 
space where young people can learn, grow 
and thrive, while also providing a valuable 
community resource for local groups and 
residents. 

The facility replaces the former Scout hall 
and has been designed to support adventure, 

learning, community connection and lifelong 
friendships for generations to come.

Group Leader Kim Upston said the open day 
is a chance for the community to: 

•	 Tour the new facility.
•	 Meet local Scouts and volunteers.
•	 Learn about Scouting programs for 

young people aged 5–25.
•	 Discover how community groups can 

use the centre.
•	 Enjoy family-friendly activities.
•	 Connect with local community 

organisations.
•	 Celebrate this exciting milestone with 

us.

“Whether you’re interested in Scouting, 
looking for community opportunities, or 
simply curious to see the new building, 
everyone is welcome,” Kim said.

“Come and help us celebrate Norlane’s 
newest community hub.”

The Norlane West Scout and Community 
Centre is at 84–86 Dunloe Avenue, Norlane.

For information about membership or venue 
hire inquiries, emailed:
gl.norlanewest@scoutsvictoria.com.au

NORLANE WEST SCOUTS

Celebrate new community centre

Join us for the
Norlane West Scout
and Community
Centre Opening

Saturday 22nd August
Open house 2-4pm

Everyone Welcome!

Bouldering trailer, face painting, 
coffee �an, �au�age �i��le, �id� acti�itie��

Enquiries scan the QR code
gl.norlanewest@scoutsvictoria.com.au
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CREATIVE

Monday Art Group
Would you like to paint in a friendly and 
comfortable self-help group? Bring your 
own materials. 
Mondays, 10am-noon. Cost is $2.

Mosaics
All are welcome and no experience is 
necessary; our friendly group is happy to 
share their knowledge with newcomers.  
Bring your own materials.
Mondays, 1pm-3pm. Cost is $5.

Craft group
Come and enjoy afternoon tea and a laugh 
with a group of talented people of all ages.  
This group is an opportunity to share your 
craft ideas or learn something new.  Bring 
your own materials and projects.
Fridays, 1pm-3pm. Cost is $2.

Sewing Group
Learn the basics of sewing in a relaxed 
environment. Some materials provided, but 
feel free to bring your own.  
Fridays, 1pm-3pm. Cost is $2.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

Tai Chi for all Abilities
Learn the art of Tai Chi.  All ability levels are 
welcome, whether you are a beginner or 
have had some previous experience.  Wear 
comfortable clothing and flat shoes.
Tuesdays, 10am-11.30am.  Cost is $3.

We hope everyone has been keeping warm 
during the winter months. A reminder that 
we are always happy for people to pop in 
and make a cuppa to get out of the cold 
weather. 

Our Biggest Morning Tea fundraiser was 
very successful this year, raising more than 
$550 for the Cancer Council. Thank you to 
everyone who attended and donated.

Our Norlane Community Treasures Op Shop 
(located at 26 Rose Avenue, Norlane) is now 
open Saturday mornings. We hope that 

being open 9am until noon on a Saturday 
will allow more people who are busy through 
the week to access the shop. If things go 
well, we may look at staying open for the 
full day.

Uniting Emergency Relief Norlane has 
relocated its operations to our Centre and 
will now be operating five days a week, from 
9.30am until 1pm, beginning on July 6. They 
will continue offering the same services to 
the community, but will now be available on 
additional days.

Our new sewing group started in late 
June and is continuing weekly on Friday 
afternoon. This is a group for people to learn 
the basics of sewing in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere.

Keep an eye out on social media for 
information about any upcoming new 
groups, events and special activities that we 
are holding at the Centre.

www.nor lanecc . com.au

Welcome to Term 3 

Norlane Community Centre
Rose Avenue, Norlane. Phone 5275-8124. 
E-mail: admin@norlanecc.com.au
Office Hours: 9am-3.30pm Monday to Friday

Term 3 Activities and programs at Norlane
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SOCIAL

Community Meal
For people living vulnerably or struggling 
to access a hot meal. All food is prepared, 
cooked and served by our friendly volunteers. 
Generously funded by the Department of 
Families, Fairness and Housing.
Tuesdays, 1pm start. Free.

OTHER 

Tax Help
Tax return got you scratching your head? 
Need some free assistance and advice? Come 
and chat with one of our friendly volunteers. 
Bookings required.
Wednesdays 1pm-3pm. Free.

Financial Assistance
Chat with our friendly volunteer about 
basic financial matters such as budgeting, 
organising your superannuation, your 
Centrelink payments, etc.
Tuesdays 10.30am to 1.30pm. Free.

Computer Lab
We have computers available for anyone 
to use while we are open. Usage is free, 
although if you require anything printed 
there is a small fee. We also have tech-
savvy volunteers available on a Monday and 
Thursday if you have any technology-related 
questions.

Community Garden
Garden plots are available to hire for $20 
per year. You can grow your own fruits, 
vegetables, flowers and herbs in a self-
contained plot, with access whenever you 
need to for watering and harvesting. And 
you can always contact our dedicated 
volunteer Garden Manager for advice.

Norlane Community Centre 
Membership
$5 gets you membership for a calendar year 
(January to December) and currently gets 
you perks like discounted printing costs, 
being added to our mailing list for events, 
voting rights at our Annual General Meeting 
and an invitation to our yearly Christmas 
Lunch. Speak to someone in reception to 
sign up. 

Tool Pool
Do you need to do your lawns or some 
repairs but don’t have the right tools? 
Our Tool Pool has lawn mowers, whipper 
snippers, drills, and a variety of other tools 
available for hire. 
Tools can be collected from the Centre 
between 9am and 12.30pm Monday to 
Thursday, and need to be returned by noon 
the next day. 
Cost is $5 per year to become a Tool Pool 
member, and then power tools are $5 per 
hire, and hand tools are $2 per hire.

Food share table
Our food share table is refreshed every 
Thursday at 1pm by donations from Geelong 
Foodshare.  The fruit, vegetables, bread and 
pantry items are available to anyone who 
needs them.  

Room hire
Did you know our rooms are available for 
hire? From small offices for one-to-one 
interviews and meetings, to medium rooms 
for classes and information sessions, to our 
large hall for exercise or events, we have 
something to suit most occasions. Please 
contact us to find out more information 
about our available facilities and their costs.

We also provide photocopying and 
laminating services (discounted prices are 
available for Centre members), access to 
computers, a book and clothing swap, as 
well as tea and coffee. 

And of course, our friendly staff and 
volunteers are always available to answer 
any questions you might have or give you a 
tour of our lovely centre.  We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

NORLANE COMMUNITY CENTRE PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
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Rosewall Community Centre
36 Sharland Rd, Corio VIC 3214. Phone (03) 5275 7409. 
E-mail: admin@rosewallnc.org.au
Office Hours: 9am to 4pm, Monday to Thursday; 9am to 3pm, Friday

About Rosewall Community Centre
Our three venues - Rosewall Community 
Centre, Hendy Hall and Lara Community 
Centre - are welcoming, inclusive spaces 
where people of all ages come together to 
learn, create and connect. With programs 

ranging from cooking and computers to 
youth groups and creative workshops — 
there’s always something new to try.

We also offer venue hire at all three 

locations, including classrooms, halls, offices, 
creative studios and event spaces perfect 
for one-off workshops or meetings. Visit our 
website or email admin@rosewallnc.org.au 
for inquiries.

Term 3 Workshops and Events
HENDY HALL: 36 HENDY 
STREET, CORIO.

Family Roller Skate Party: Thursday, 
September 17, 4pm – 6pm. FREE.
Get ready for the school holidays with 
music, dancing and roller skating with an 
after-school disco. Professional skaters here 
to support you develop skills on the skates. 
BYO skates and protective gear. Suitable for 
ages 5-plus.

LARA COMMUNITY CENTRE: 
9-11 WAVERLEY ROAD, LARA

Cooking for Less: Thursdays, 4 weeks, 
Starting July 23, 1pm-3pm. FREE.
Five Weeks of hands-on cooking workshops, 
making delicious meals.

Garden Group: Thursdays, starting July 
16, 10am-noon. FREE.
Love gardening or simply keen to get your 
hands dirty and connect with others? Join 
our Community Garden Group at Lara 
Community Centre.

Tea and Tech Session: Wednesdays, 
starting July 15, 10.30am-noon. FREE. 
Drop in for friendly support with technology, 
online services, applications, and everyday 
forms in a welcoming, judgment-free 
environment.

ROSEWALL COMMUNITY 
CENTRE: 36 SHARLAND ROAD, 
CORIO

Taste of Chile – Cooking 
Workshop: Saturday, August 8, 10am-
1pm. FREE
Discover the rich culture and flavours 
from Chile in this free, hands-on cooking 
workshop.

Kokedama Making: Tuesday, September 
8, noon- 2pm.

Learn the centuries-old tradition of growing 
a plant within a ball made of recycled 
materials, perfect for hanging up or 
decorative display.

First Aid Level 2 (HLTAID011) & 
CPR Training (HLTAID009): Thursday, 
July 23, 9am-3pm.
Current First Aid is essential for work 
and home and a requirement for many 
industries. First Aid Level 2 (HLTAID011) 
and CPR Training (HLTAID009) is delivered 
at Rosewall by Australian Education and 
Training (RTO 3399).
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A full list of activities is available on our 
website.

CREATIVE

Pottery Fundamentals 
Mondays, 10am-noon and Mondays, 
5.30pm-7.30pm.
Whether you are new to pottery or need a 
refresher on the basics, this class will focus 
on a different hand building technique each 
week. Some materials included.
$190 ($170 concession) for a 6-week course.

Pottery Wheel Throwing 
Tuesday evenings, 6pm to 8pm and 
Wednesdays, 1pm to 3pm.
Take your pottery skills to the next level. 
Designed for beginners as well as those who 
want a little more help throwing. Materials 
supplied.
$190 ($170 concession) for a 6-week course.

Painting and Drawing – Art 
Portfolio
Wednesdays, 9am to noon and Thursdays, 
9am to noon.
Work closely with our tutor to develop 
your painting or drawing skills. All abilities 
welcome. Some materials supplied. Cost $80 
per term.

All about Yarn – FREE 
Tuesdays, 10am to 11.30am.
 A weekly knitting and crochet group perfect 
for beginners. Come along to learn basic 
crochet and knitting stitches from friendly 
volunteers or bring along your unfinished 
masterpieces. Some materials supplied.

SOCIAL AND WELLBEING

Healthy Cooking on a Budget – 
FREE
Wednesdays, 10am to 12.30pm.
Keep the supermarket meals down by 
learning how to cook healthy, low-cost, 
and in-season meals. In this free, 4-week 
course we’ll show you how to make the food 
budget stretch further while keeping even 
the fussiest family members happy. This is 
a hands-on course and you will get to take 
home your ready-made meal.  
NOTE: THESE CLASSES WILL RUN AT 
GEELONG FOODSHARE, 37-41 Morgan St, 
North Geelong.

Taste of the World
Thursdays 9.30am to 12pm for 4 weeks
Embark on a culinary adventure around the 
world. Discover the warmth of exotic spices, 
the freshness of vibrant herbs, and the joy of 
global flavors, all in one unforgettable foodie 
holiday. $8 per class or $20 for all 4 weeks.

Walking Groups FREE
Lara - Mondays 9.30am-10am 
Rosewall - Thursdays 9.30am-10.30am 
Meet us in reception and step into one of 
our facilitated walking groups - a great way 
to get moving, connect with others, and 
enjoy some fresh air. 

Yoga – Lara 
Thursdays, starting July 16, 11.00am-noon. 
Join in and enjoy Yoga at Lara Community 
Centre. Do it for you.  $15 per session or 
concession $10.
 

WORK SKILLS

Café Skills
Mondays and Tuesdays, 9.30am to 2.30pm.
Learn to work in a real-life café environment. 
Skills gained include coffee making, food 
preparation, customer service and cash 
handling. The course includes an accredited 
safe food handling qualification.  Cost $190 
per term or $80 without safe food handling 
qualification.

Basic Barista Coffee Making
Tuesdays, 4pm to 6.30pm 
Coffee 101. From lattes to chais, cappuccinos 
to mochas. You will learn all the basics 
in making a superb cup of liquid gold. 
Participate in this course to gain hands-on 
experience in the hospitality industry or 
learn the basics to grow your skills for your 
machine at home. Cost $50 for a 4-week 
course.

Safe Food Handling - SITXFSA001 
Use hygienic practices for food 
safety
Monday, August 3 - Corio
An essential skill for a career in the 
hospitality industry. Learn about correct 
storage temperatures, dealing with ‘danger’ 
foods, personal hygiene, cleaning, and 
more. This course is delivered by Laverton 
Community and Education Centre (RTO 
6408) at Rosewall Community Centre. Cost 
$125. 

Provide Responsible Service of 
Alcohol SITHFAB021
Tuesday, August 11 – Lara
Participants who complete this program 
receive a Responsible Service of Alcohol 
(RSA) certificate from the Liquor Control 
Victoria. In addition they receive a Statement 
of Attainment for the nationally recognised 
unit of competency SITHFAB021 Provide 
Responsible Service of Alcohol. Cost $100.

Mental Health First Aid – FREE 
Friday, August 21 and 28, 9am-3.30pm – 
Lara
Delivered over two days, MHFA equips adults 
with the knowledge, skills, and confidence 
to recognise, understand and respond to a 
friend, family member, co-worker, or another 
adult, experiencing a mental health problem 
or mental health crisis. 

ROSEWALL COMMUNITY CENTRE

Courses at Rosewall in Term 3
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Cloverdale Community Centre offers a range 
of welcoming activities, programs and social 
groups designed to build skills, connections 
and wellbeing within our community. 

Unless otherwise stated, all activities operate 
during school terms. New participants are 
always welcome.

We’d love to hear from you. To find out 
more about our programs, activities and 
community services, contact Cloverdale 
Community Centre on (03) 5275-4415, 
visit us at 167–169 Purnell Road, Corio, 
or explore what’s happening at www.
cloverdalecommunitycentre.org.au. 

For the latest programs, events and 
community opportunities, follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Weekly programs on offer in Term 3, 2026 
are:

ART AND CREATIVE

Art@Cloverdale: Drop in and explore 
a range of media and techniques in a fun, 
relaxed and social environment with a 
professional artist. Wednesdays from July 15, 
10am-noon. $5 per session.

Cloverdale Singers: Weekly community 
singing that includes folk, gospel, rounds, 
ballads and part songs. Tuesdays from July 
14, 10.30am-noon. $3 per session.

Ukulele Players: A great musical 
gathering for those who have a grasp of 
the basics and want to refine their skills 
including performing, strumming and chord 
progressions. Thursdays from July 16, 10am-
noon. $3 per session. Beginner classes are 
also available (bookings essential). $3 per 
class.

Lara Ukulele Group - Bisinella 
Community Centre: Learn, play and 
enjoy music with others in a friendly and 
supportive group. Suitable for beginners 
through to experienced players. Fridays, 
10.30am-noon. $3 per session.

Cloverdale Craft and Knitting 
Group: Bring your craft or knitting project 
for a relaxed craft or knitting session. Fridays 
from July 17, 1pm-3pm. $2 per session.

North Geelong Community Big 
Band: Join in with musicians of varying 
abilities in a dynamic band experience under 
band-master Ian Burrowes; from brass 
to strings, vocals and more. Rehearsal is 
Thursdays from July 16, 6.30pm-9pm. Gold 
coin donation.

THE SHED DROP-IN

Drop in to The Shed for a relaxed day of 
conversation, connection and hands-on 
projects. Whether you’re keen to work on 
something practical, share skills, enjoy a 
cuppa or simply catch up with others, Our 
Backwell Street Shed in North Geelong 
offers a welcoming space where everyone 
is encouraged to get involved at their own 
pace. Fridays, 10am-2pm. Cost $5 per 
session.

COOKING

Cooking for Blokes: Facilitated by 
Support Pathways, this is a socially inclusive 
space for men to meet, cook and socialise. 
Mondays at 11am. $5 per session.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Tai Chi: Learn Tai Chi to reduce stress and 
improve your balance, strength, flexibility 

and confidence. Mondays during school term 
from July 13, 9.30-10.30am. $5 per session.

Yoga: Invigorate your body and soul in our 
multi-level class and discover the benefits of 
yoga. Improve your strength, flexibility and 
health. Bring your own mat. Mondays from 
6.30pm-7.15pm and Tuesdays from 5-6pm. 
$5 per session.

Fit and Balanced with Dee Martin: 
A gentle introduction to exercise to improve 
muscle strength, balance and increased 
mobility. Tuesdays from July 14, 9.30am-
10.30am. $5 per session. Bookings essential.    

No Falls with Dee Martin: No 
falls-based exercise for balance. Light 
weights for strength and stability; chair 
yoga for flexibility and mobility; standing 
exercises for fall prevention. A fun social 
exercise class suitable for those wanting 
to start their fitness journey. Tuesdays 
from July 14, 10.30am-11.15am. Cost 
$5 per session. Bookings essential.                                                                                                                                       
                    

Cloverdale Walking Group: Join with 
a motivated group of community members 
for a walk and a chat every Wednesday, 
10am. FREE. 

Gardening: Community gardening 
at Cloverdale facilitated by Wyld Works 
Projects. Wednesdays from 10am until noon. 
FREE.

T.O.W.N Club (Take Off Weight 
Naturally): TOWN Club meets at 
Cloverdale Community Centre every 
Thursday from 9am-11am. For more 
information, contact Kylea on  
0424-882-449.

Cloverdale Community Centre
167-169 Purnell Road Corio, VIC 3214. Phone: 03 5275 4415
E-mail: info@cloverdalecommunitycentre.org.au or courses@cloverdalecommunitycentre.org.au
Web: www.cloverdalecommunitycentre.org.au Office Hours: 9am-3:30pm Monday to Friday

Activities, programs and groups
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Do you need to learn new skills for work or 
to update your existing skills for study, work 
and life? Have you always wanted to try 
something new or challenge yourself?

Cloverdale Community Centre’s pre-
accredited courses are delivered under the 
Learn Local stream of adult education. They 
are designed to provide a gentle introduction 
to learning for people who might not have 
been to school for a long time, or didn’t have 
the best school experience.

Learn Local programs require a commitment 
to attend classes over 8-10 weeks. Some 
courses are free, others are $50 to $115 for 
the term (depending on eligibility).

Classes don’t start until we have a minimum 
of eight participants, so it’s important 
to let our program staff know if you’re 
interested in any course. Contact us by 
phone 5275-4415 or email courses@
cloverdalecommunitycentre.org.au.

Getting Started With Computers:  
The place to start your computer education 
whether you’re retraining for work, have 
just bought your first computer or simply 
want to know more about the digital world. 
Learn the basics of Microsoft Word, send and 
receive emails, learn about being safe online. 

Developing Computer Skills: The next 
step after our introductory course or for 
experienced computer users wanting to build 
on their existing knowledge. Includes Excel, 
PowerPoint, discovering AI and more.

Introduction to Digital 
Photography: Bring your SLR camera or 
use your phone to learn about the basics of 
taking better pictures. 
Buying and Selling Online: Learn the art 
of buying and selling online, as a hobby or 
future business opportunity. 

Living and Working in Australia: 
Improve knowledge of life and culture in 
Australia, including preparation for the 
citizenship test. 

Tell My Story: Be guided through the 
process of writing the story of your life. 

Introduction to Barista: Hands-
on learning about coffee-making and 
hospitality.

Introduction to Horticulture: A 
hands-on introduction to horticulture using 
theory and practical projects.

Introduction to Nursery 
Operations: Hands-on learning and 
experience to prepare you for further study 
or work in the horticulture industry. 

Preparing for Work: Learn about 
preparing for a job interview and being 
in the workforce. Activities for personal 
development, language and creativity.  

Introduction To Small Motors: 
A vocational taster perfect for those 
interested in working with motors. Hands-on 
experience with small motors and outdoor 
equipment, including onsite work experience 
at our trade training centre. 

Introduction To General 
Maintenance And Construction: 
Learn woodwork and maintenance 
techniques, workshop safety, correct 
tool selection and appropriate workplace 
conduct. 

Introduction To Woodwork: An easy 
introduction to the basics of woodwork, 
which includes making wooden items. Learn 
the basics of woodwork, including work 
safety and tools. Pathways include carpentry, 
cabinet-making and general maintenance. 

Introduction to Community 
Services: Learn about different types of 
community services and roles in the sector, 
self-care, community development and 
wellbeing. Pathways include accredited 
Community Services courses.

Introduction to Creative Industries 
(Sound and Media Production) 
This course will explore sound and media 
production with an aim of producing a 
podcast or social media product to get you 
started on your digital media journey.

Introduction to Kitchen 
Operations: Hands-on learning in the 
Cloverdale kitchen – food preparation, food 
storage and safety, equipment, hygiene and 
customer service.

All courses are subject to sufficient numbers 
– call the centre on 5275-4415 or email 
courses@cloverdalecommunitycentre.org.au

www.c loverda lecommuni tycent re .org .au

CLOVERDALE COMMUNITY CENTRE EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Adult learning for study, work and life
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The following was provided by City of 
Greater Geelong councillors Anthony Aitken 
and Chris Burson, whose wards cover the 
3214 postcode area and Lara … 

What was once just a blank wall at the fOrT 
Youth Hub in Norlane has been transformed 
into a bold, vibrant landmark, all thanks to 
the creativity of our local youth.

The Voices of the North pilot art program 
recently brought together eight young 
people to design and install a massive new 
mural at the site on the corner of Melbourne 
and St Georges Road. 

This initiative was led by the City’s Public 
Art and Culture Team alongside the Youth 
Development Unit as part of an ongoing 
commitment to deliver more creative 
projects in Geelong’s north.

Under the mentorship of professional artist 
Sai Neoh, the participants completed four 
concept workshops before tackling a three-
day installation. For most, this was their 
first time painting outside the comfort of a 
standard canvas.

For aspiring creatives involved, the 
program offered a rare opportunity to gain 
industry experience, learn directly from a 
professional, and build a portfolio for future 
university studies.

The design itself serves as a beautiful nod to 
our community’s identity.

Participants explored national flowers from 
cultures around the world, weaving colours, 
forms and patterns into a unified piece that 
reflects the rich multicultural fabric of our 
northern suburbs. 

The final product is a testament to what 
happens when young people are given the 
space, tools, and trust to express themselves. 

The completed artwork is a brighter wall for 
Norlane, but also a colourful, permanent 
reminder of the incredible talent thriving in 
the local community.

Congratulations to all the young people 
involved in this brilliant work. Thanks to their 
efforts, we now have a brand-new piece of 
public art to enjoy. 

The participants should be incredibly proud 
of taking on the task and achieving such a 
fantastic result that will bring joy to people 
passing by.

Be sure to take a look next time you pass 
the fOrT Youth Hub – it is bound to brighten 
your day.

COUNCILLOR COLUMN

Vibrant voices of the North
Cr Anthony Aitken in front of the new mural.
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SPONSOR: VIVA ENERGY

By Damien Neal, Geelong Refinery HSE 
manager

`Reports describe the past, learnings shape 
the future.’

When I said this in the last edition of 
Northerly Aspects, little did I know that the 
refinery was about to have a very serious 
incident.

A formal investigation into the fire on 
April 16 is ongoing, supported by internal 
specialists, external technical experts and 
regulatory authorities.

Our priority is to learn everything we can 
from the incident.

What we learn will help shape both 
immediate fixes and longer term 
improvements to how we design, operate, 
maintain and prepare for emergencies.  

Perhaps this fire can provide a learning for 
you, too.

As we engaged with the community 
following the fire, it was noted that some 
residents are unsure of where to look for 
information in an emergency.

Fire Rescue Victoria says that in an 
emergency, staying alert to multiple 
information channels can help guide 
individual responses. These include:

•	 VicEmergency app. 
•	 VicEmergency hotline 1800-226-226. 
•	 www.emergency.vic.gov.au 
•	 Emergency broadcasters: ABC 

Melbourne 594 AM and 774 AM, Bay 
93.9 FM, K-Rock 95.5 FM. 

The key site for emergency information is 
VicEmergency because emergency services 
have the most up-to-date information and 
will tell you what to do to stay safe.

For instance, on the night of the refinery 
fire, the FRV issued its first warning to “stay 
informed” within 30 minutes of the fire 
starting with the advice updated to “Watch 
and Act – Stay Indoors” at 1.12am. A “Threat 
is Reduced” advice was issued at 5.27am.

While intended as an internal warning 
system, our on-site refinery alarm may 
also be another source of information 
that indicates something is amiss, and to 
therefore look for information on the Vic 
Emergency site.

Our text-based Refinery Alert Service is there 
to notify you about maintenance and other 
events, but in an emergency, please look at 
the Vic Emergency app, website (emergency.
vic.gov.au), ring the hotline (1800-226-226) 
or tune into emergency broadcasters for 
information. 

Where to find information in 
an emergency 

Victoria Police Superintendent Peter Nichols, FRV Assistant Chief Fire Officer Mick McGuinness, and Emergency Management Victoria Deputy 
Commissioner Brett Boatman show the Vic Emergency app on their mobile phones which is the ideal place to look for information in an emergency.



SPONSOR: VIVA ENERGY

Seagulls recognise a 
decade of support
Viva Energy’s connection to the communities 
around our operations is built on long-term 
partnership, shared values and a focus on 
creating lasting impact. 

This commitment was recently recognised 
with an award celebrating a decade of 
sponsorship at the North Shore Football and 
Netball Club. 

The award serves as a meaningful 
acknowledgement of consistent support 
and partnership. It reflects not just financial 
contribution, but a sustained investment in 
a club that plays a vital role in strengthening 
its local community. 

This sponsorship is one of 18 that Viva 
Energy maintains with community sports 
clubs in the local area.

These clubs are central to building healthy, 

connected communities. They promote 
active lifestyles, build positive habits and 
provide an environment where individuals 
develop teamwork, discipline and resilience. 

Club president Maryian Szponar said the 
Seagulls were extremely grateful for the 
ongoing support of Viva Energy as a major 
sponsor. 

“Having Viva Energy’s commitment year 
after year provides invaluable support and 
stability for our club,” Maryian said.
 
“Their investment in a local grassroots 
sporting club has been especially important 
over the years, particularly during the 
uncertainty of the COVID-19 period, when 
we knew we could rely on their continued 
support.” 

The sponsorship has helped the club 

continue to grow and provide opportunities 
for people of all ages and backgrounds to 
participate in sport and connect with the 
community.
 
“As a club, we are also proud to now have 
a wonderful precinct to welcome members 
and the wider community into, following 
extensive renovations completed over the 
summer,” Maryian said.
 
“The support we have received has helped 
us continue to grow our playing numbers, 
including our Under 18 football program, 
two senior football teams and four senior 
netball teams.” 
 
North Shore Football and Netball Club 
presented Viva Energy with a plaque in 
appreciation of the sponsorship at the club’s 
2026 Sponsors Breakfast. 

Viva Energy’s Head of Finance – Refining, Ben Van Zyl, with the plaque acknowledging a decade of sponsorship of the North Shore Football and Netball Club.


